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Had conversation with President Johnson in regard to
a proclamation that we would no longer forbear proceed-
ing against those who might be taken plundering our com-
merce as pirates. He concurred with me most fully, after
discussing the question, and desired me to bring him the
form of proclamation or have it prepared for the next
Cabinet day. As the subject of preparing these papers
belonged properly to the State Department, I felt it would
be improper to slight Mr. Hunter, who is Acting Secretary.
I therefore called upon him, and fortunately met Senator
Sumner, Chairman of the Committee on Foreign Relations,
who entered heartily into the measure and said he had some
days since alluded to it as a step that should be taken.

When brought before the Cabinet, Stanton objected
to it because the declaration had been made April 19,
1861, and though we had forborne for four years, no new
enunciation should be made, but every man we now had or
whom we should hereafter capture, should be hung. Speed
took much the same ground, though more narrow and
technical. President Johnson was very explicit in ex-
pressing his opinions, but as the subject was new and
there were these differences of opinion it was postponed
for consideration.

April 29, Saturday. Mellen, the Treasury agent, called
on me to-day with a crude mess in relation to Treasury
agents and trade regulations. I told him they were not
what we wanted and I did not like them, that I thought
the whole fabric which had been constructed at the Treas-
ury should be swept away. He claims it cannot be done
by the Executive under the law, and it is true Chase and
his men have tied up matters by legislation, literally plac-
ing the government in the hands of the Treasury.